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of vengeance on that young man. Then Kunju left the
cottage, crossed the fields and reached the town to get
help, so that Maharshi might be safe.

Meanwhile Ramakrishna again asked the thieves not
to create unnecessary trouble but to take what they liked.
The thieves threatened to burn down the thatched roof-
Maharshi told them that they should not do that, and
offered to leave the hall and go away with the other
inmates. This was the very thing they wanted. Maharshi
wanted the sickly dog Karuppan first to be taken to a
safe place lest the thieves should beat and In 11 if ; so-
Eamakrishna carried it to a shed. Before he returned,
Maharshi with the other disciples Thangavelu Pillai, -
Mastan, and Munisamier issued out of the northern door.
The thieves beat each of them with sticks, evidently with
a view to disable them. Maharshi received a blow on his
left thigh, and at once said " If you are not satisfied yet,
you may strike the other leg also." But either the ruffian's
heart did not allow him to take the Swami at his word
or, what is more probable, Ramakrishna came up just in
time, extended both his hands over the Swami, and thus
warding off the thief's strokes, took Maharshi further north.
Then the beaten party reached the pandal of the northern
shed and sat there. The thieves directed them to stay
there, adding <x If you budge from here, your heads will
be smashed." Maharshi told the thieves, " You have the
entire hall to yourself ; do what you like.57 Then a thief
returned and said he wanted a hurricane lamp. Maharshi
ordered that it should be given to him, so Eamakrishna
gave him a lighted lamp. Again a thief returned and
wanted the keys of the bureau. But this bunch Kunju